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matter, which has three Gunas, Satva, Rajas, and Tamas.1 Mula-
prakrti with Satva predominating is Maya, and with Satva over-
powered by Rajas and Tamas is Avidya. Others say that Mula-
prakrti has two kinds of power. By one it screens or obscures
truth, and by the other it creates or projects the illusory object.
For instance, in the illusion of the snake, the rope has to be
screened and the snake has to be created or projected. This snake
certainly is not the snake seen somewhere else and remembered,
for a remembered snake cannot terrify us. That is why even
Saiikara's definition, which is not definitely logical but is psycho-
logical as well, and which runs that adhydsa (illusion) is the
appearance of a previously seen thing in another place and is of
the form of remembrance, is made definitely logical by the later
advaitins by omitting the reference to remembrance.3 Hence the
snake seen in illusion is inexplicable and new, and is thought to
be projected by the protective power of Mulaprakrti. This Mula-
prakrti as projective or creative is Maya, and as screening or
obscuring is Avidya.
The question whether Maya is one or many is also raised.
Some say that, as it is inexplicable, that is, not logical, it may be
regarded as one or many indifferently. For instance, Madhava-
carya in his Sarvadartanasangraha, while criticizing the Sankhya
conception of Prakrti, which, as one, involves the liberation of all
jivas when one jiva is liberated on Prakrti's ceasing to be active,
says that this difficulty does not arise in the Advaita as Maya
can be both one and many.s Some say that Maya is one and is the
upadhi or adjunct of Isvara, while the Avidyas are many and are
the upddhis or adjuncts of the jivas. Some hold that Maya is one
and this oneness, when a jiva is liberated, does not entail the
liberation of the other jivas, just as a universal, which is present
in all particulars, does not imply the destruction of all the rest
when one particular is destroyed.4 But some others hold that, as
the Avidyas are many, when one jiva is liberated on the destruc-
tion of one Avidya, the other Avidyas keep the other jivas in
bondage. These views only show the fruitlessness of attempting to
bring into the moulds of logic what is admittedly alogical.
*  Satva, Rajas, and Tamas are generally translated by the words Goodness,
Activity, and Darkness.
*  Siddhantabindu,  p.  26.  Sankara's definition is  Smrtirupah paratrapurva-
drstauabhdsah. In its modified form, it is Paratra paravdbhasah or mithyavastu-
sambhedavdbhdsah.
3 Pp. 143-4.         * For all these views, see Siddhantalesasangraha, pp. 21 ff.
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